
Changes Within the Catholic Diocese of Memphis 
  

Statements from Father Val and  
the Archbishop of Louisville, Most Reverend Joseph E. Kurtz, D.D. 
Announced October 24, 2018:  
  

This morning the Vatican announced that Pope Francis "has removed from the pastoral care of 
the Diocese of Memphis" Bishop Martin D. Holley. Pope Francis also announced that he has 
appointed the Archbishop of Louisville, Joseph E. Kurtz, Apostolic Administrator of our diocese 
until a new Bishop of Memphis is named.  Archbishop Kurtz will continue as the Archbishop of 
Louisville. 
  

Probably you have learned of this transition through the media; however, I wanted to share the official notice with you. At the 
Sunday Masses this weekend, I'll speak more about this.  
  

Friends:  Let us pray for our Diocese of Memphis, asking for healing and a strengthening of our faith, hope and charity.. Let us 
also pray for a wise choice of the new Bishop of Memphis. Finally, let us also pray for Bishop Holley--for his future ministry, for 
his healing, and for his happiness. 
  

Sincerely,  Father Val 

  
  

THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF MEMPHIS 
5825 SHELBY OAKS DRIVE  

P.O. BOX 341669  
MEMPHIS, TN 38134-1669  

  

October 27, 2018  
  
  
  
  
  

Dear Faithful of the Diocese of Memphis,  
  

Relying on God’s grace, I greet you with affection and with gratitude for the gift of our faith in Jesus Christ and in His Church.  
  

On Wednesday, Pope Francis made public my appointment as apostolic administrator of the Diocese of Memphis. With this 
appointment, I will seek to provide care for the diocese until our Holy Father appoints a new bishop in the coming months. I 
am eager to work with the priests, curia, and faithful to promote stability, peace, and healing. I have admired the Church of 
Memphis for many years, particularly from my time as Bishop of Knoxville.  
  

On Wednesday, I traveled to Memphis and had the opportunity to meet with Bishop Holley as he completed his service as your 
bishop. It was a meeting filled with mutual respect and dignity, and I ask for your prayers for him. Bishop Holley now has the 
status of bishop emeritus and will reside outside of the Diocese of Memphis.  
  

I also had the opportunity to meet with the diocesan priest consultors and with those members of the Priests’ Council who 
could assemble on short notice. I met as well with the diocesan staff who provide ministry throughout your local Church. It is 
with deep gratitude that I acknowledge their desire to reach out to all of the faithful in the hope that every Catholic in the 
diocese will be renewed in our commitment to follow Jesus Christ faithfully. Many spoke to me of the need for healing as we 
move forward. It is my hope that all of us together will seek unity in Christ in truth and love.  
  

I want to assure you of my desire to serve you well. I hope to meet with all of the priests in early November. I also extend 
special thanks to the deacons, women and men religious, and lay ecclesial ministers who have served and will continue to 
serve so faithfully. Since I will continue to serve as the Archbishop of Louisville, I have appointed Father Robert W. Marshall, 
pastor of the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, as my delegate to assist me during this time.  
  

Please be assured of my prayers. I ask for your prayers as I seek to provide leadership with the mind and heart of Jesus Christ.  
  

Sincerely yours in our Lord,  

Most Reverend Joseph E. Kurtz, D.D. Apostolic Administrator 

  

 

http://stpatsmemphis.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Announced-October-24.pdf

